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An Ancient Custom
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"It is a very ancient custom, one that was
still practiced in my youth, by which
someone who was wronged would stand
in the holy synagogue at the place of the
Shliach Tzibur and would not let prayers
be said, abrogating the usual liturgy,
preventing the Torah from being taken
out of the Ark, with nobody else allowed
to forcefully move him from there until
the leader of the community would
come and appease him and promise that
they would right the wrong." (Hatam
Sofer Responsa OH 81).

The hostages are being held captive in
Gaza for more than 460 days and we
have not managed to liberate them.
Mother of the hostage Matan Zangauker,
Einav, was prohibited from entering the
Knesset to cry out for help.

If the Knesset of Israel has closed its ears,
the time has come to renew in the Batei
Knesset of Israel the ancient and
widespread custom called "prayer delay"
or "abrogation of the liturgy." A person
who was wronged can stop the davening
or the Torah reading in order to stand up
and lay out his or her complaints before
the community and demand a solution.

Having internalized the words of the
prophet '"When you raise up your hands,
I will look away; even if you pray much,
I will not listen; for your hands are
covered with blood,' (Is. 1.16), we invite
family members of hostages to come and
delay our Shul prayers. We cannot cry
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out in prayer before we hear the cry of
our brethren and take in their requests
for help.

This Shabbat we, at Kehillat Yedidya,
will host Dani Elgarat, whose brother
Itizik Elgarat is held hostage in Gaza.
Dani will cry out to us before Musaf at
10:30.

This week, the Dvar Torah will be before
the Torah Reading, and Dani will speak
before Musaf.

After Kiddush, the community is invited
to join the Mishmeret 101 gathering of
southern Jerusalem communities, at
Tzomet Oranim, from 11:30-12:30.
Please wear white, and spread the word.

The Mishmeret 101 is a silent initiative
of the mothers of the hostages.

Kehillat Hak’hel is the Kehilla of Hirsch
and Yuval, may their memory be for
light, love and peace. *
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Tefillot Yeladim
Shabbat at 10:00 for all ages.
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